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The other dimensions have not been taken systematically
by observers, and hence those given are liable to a large
margin of error. It is of course well known that, in a general
way, the foetus is larger than the pelvic opening through
which it has to pass at birth, but we ought to ascertain how
much larger it is than that canal, and what is the amount
of reduction in volume to which it has to submit in passing
the outlet of the pelvis. The sterno-dorsal line of measure-
ment of the foal, taken from the summit of the highest dorsal
spines to the sternum, is greater than the sacro-pubic diameter
of the pelvis of the mother, in some eases by 3 inches, while
the lateral diameters at the shoulder and hip joints are
slightly less. In that case the fcetus must be compressed
from above to below in its passage through the canal. The
circumference of the chest of the calf is very much greater
than the inlet of the cow's pelvis, and this fact partly explains
why it is that parturition in this animal, even when normal,
is longer than in the mare. In multiparous animals the
young are usually less in circumference than the pelvic inlet;
though when it happens that they have only one foetus, this is
often so increased in size that birth becomes very protracted,
and may even be impossible.
PREGNANCY.
Gestation, or pregnancy, comprises the period during which
the female animal carries its young while this is undergoing
development.
Modifications in the Uterus during Pregnancy.
With the development of the foetus, the uterus undergoes
important anatomical and physiological modifications; while
the system of the mother also, as stated, participates more
or less generally in the phenomena which mark the period
of gestation. The modifications and phenomena are worthy
of attentive notice, not only from the importance they hold
with regard to the reproduction of animals, but also from the
practical issues involved in its study. The anatomical changes
in the uterus relate to its volume, structure, form, situation,
and direction.